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Digs  &  Scoops 
November 2023 Established 1974   www.sdcoinshooters.com  

< Mark Rubey 

Presidents Message 

www.facebook.com/CoinshootersOfSanDiego 

       November was an interesting month for us Coinshooters. We had the oppor-
tunity to help law enforcement look for a crime victim in the east county by using 
our skills as metal detectorists. 11 of us met with two FBI agents, Sasha and his 
wife, to see if we could help solve a cold case involving the murder of a woman 
married to a psychopath who had been convicted of murdering his first wife also. 
The story of these crimes were showcased on a TV show that I linked to you all in a 
previous email. Even though we weren’t able to come up with the victim, or, any-
thing definite connecting the criminal with the crime, we found a few items of in-
terest that may lead to something. We now have a better idea of the search area 
and what might help in any future searches at that site should we be asked again 
for our help. If nothing else, it was a beautiful day for a hunt out in the fresh air. 
We all got a bit of exercise hiking and searching the hills out there. A few relics and 
several coins were found along with the typical scrap metal we all get on every 
hunt. Dave Vilett even managed to find a mercury dime! Congrats Dave! Looking 
for coins, relics, and jewelry type treasure is fun and what got most of us into this 
hobby, but, we as a club might think about volunteering for more of these sorts of 
outings. I would be willing to make contact with various agencies in this regard if 
we get enough support from our members. We’ll talk about that at our next 
meeting to see what interest you all have. See you there! 

 

                            Thanks, Mark Rubey 

http://www.sdcoinmshooters.com/
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Club Meeting at Tierrasanta Library November 28th 

Meeting Minutes  

 

Club Christmas Dinner is at Golden Corral  

Golden Corral Buffet & Grill, 390 W Main St, El Cajon, CA,  

6:00 pm to 9 pm 

Up-coming hunt is on December 17th Pacific Beach 

   6 to 8 pm PM. Bring a headlight and a warm coat! 

Officers in Attendance: 

President— Mark Rubey 

Vice President— Rick Hunter 

Secretary and Newsletter Editor— Kurt Hoeger 

Treasurer—  David Lyon 

Treasurer’s Report— Adequate Bank Account  

Web Master—Jeff Gardner  

Board of Directors— Mike Bryant, Jim Walker, Tom Dunning 

Meeting Called to order at  5:40 pm 

Meeting Adjourned at  7:35 pm 

Members— 15, New Member—  Jeremiah Phillips 

Guests—  Eric and son Evan 

Competition Table set up by Rick Hunter and Ansley DeBeer 
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Club Meeting at Tierrasanta Library November 28th 

Doors open at 5pm and meeting starts at 5:30 pm 

The meeting started at 5:40 pm with our pledge of allegiance led by Mark Rubey. Mark welcomed our new mem-

ber Jeremiah Phillips and guests Eric and son Evan. Mark explained how the competition table works and pointed 

out  the Show and Tell tables. Mark also explained about our different drawings. Our treasurer David reported 

the club bank balance. Denise’s Sunshine report  didn’t have anything to say . Mark mentioned that Denise just 

had a birthday so the Club Members said Happy Birthday to Denise Rubey.  Secretary/Newsletter Kurt reported  

everything is basically on track and always asks for stuff to put into newsletter.  

If you want a new Club patch, please contact Mark Rubey. $3.00 each. . Jeff Gardner is the webmaster for the 

Club’s website.  Past Newsletters can be downloaded from the Club web page. (https://sdcoinshooters.com/)   If 

you have a scenic picture you think will look good on the website home page, send it to Jeff  

(Jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com ). 

Check out our Facebook page     https://www.facebook.com/CoinshootersOfSanDiego 

 If anyone is wanting a shirt and/or Hat, please email Kurt (pipemajor7cnpb@cox.net) and he will route the re-

quest to the proper people. 

Raffle Drawings: 

Name tag drawing :  Jeff Gardner 

 

Door Prize drawing :  Dave Vilett 

 

Tickets were sold for the silver coin raffle at the meeting.     

                                                                                      

Silver Coin Raffle winners:   

 

50/50 raffle— $22 Kurt Hoeger 
Jeramiah Philips—Silver 

Bob Cox— 2 Walking Liberty halves 
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Club Officer elections took place and the same old officers were re-elected. Chris DeBeer took the place 

of Dwight Reed as a members of the Board of Directors. Big thanks to Dwight for his time on the Board! 

Club Christmas Dinner is at the Golden Corral Buffet & Grill, 390 W Main St, El Cajon, CA. The time will 

be 6 to 9 pm on Friday December 15th. Mark needs a head count so contact him to let him know who 

will be attending. [Mark Rubey (Cudamark@aol.com)] 

 

Jeff Gardner is the snack coordinator. Contact Jeff  (Jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com ) to volunteer for 

snacks. The snacks for today’s meeting courtesy of Pat and Jim Walker. 

Mike Bryant (sdmike@san.rr.com) will order a new name tag for you if you want it. $9.50 

for the ones with pins and $11.50 for the magnetic ones.  

Check out the new gallery on our website, http://sdcoinshooters.com/gallery 

 

Membership renewal is upon us. 

Club Membership Dues are $20 for single memberships and $30 for family memberships 

(January thru December).  We have application to be filled out when renewing /starting 

your membership. (https://sdcoinshooters.com/application/) 

 Don’t forget to pay your dues and stay a Club member. Dues and application can be 

sent to our Treasurer David Lyon at 8485 Ivory Coast Drive, San Diego, Ca. 92126 or 

brought to a meeting.  Make checks payable to : Coinshooters Clique of San Diego. 

You can give your crusty coins and aluminum can pull tops to Tom Dunning. Just collect 

them and when you have a plastic bag full, bring them to a Club meeting. The coins go to 

Ronald McDonald House and Tom matches a good coin for your bad coin 1 to 1. 

Meeting adjourned at  7:35 pm 

 
Club Meeting at Tierrasanta Library November 28th 

Picture by David Lyon in Costa Rica 

http://sdcoinshooters.com/gallery
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January 2023 
February 2023 

2023 Best Finds Competition 

March 

April 
May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 
November 
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Club Meeting at Tierrasanta November 28th 

Club Officer Elections / Vote on best find of 2023  
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Monthly Hunt for November 

November 12th at La Jolla Shores 

Winner – Cris – Hobie Kayak 

pedal drive  

Walking a Holland Lop on the 
Bob 

Jeff 

Michelle 

Rick R. 

Dave Lyon’s finds 

It was a drop dead beautiful day at La Jolla Shores for our November Club Hunt.  Not a lot of great finds, but after all it is 

November :). San Diego does not disappoint.  Cris was the winner with a Hobie Kayak pedal drive mechanism.  I saw a lady 

walking a pet Holland Lop bunny, pretty unusual.     Pictures by Jeff Gardner 
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FBI Club Hunt - Nov 2023 

This was the most unusual request that the club has received.  A few months back a retired FBI agent 

contacted the club with some questions about the capability of modern metal detectors.  It turns out that 

there is a cold case that the agent would love to solve.  The request was to search an area in San Diego 

County for the remains from a serial killer that occurred over 20 years ago.  Pictures by Jeff Gardner 

Tom’s Finds 

Jeff’s bullet and David’s antique 

cufflink and Mercury Dime  Closeup of David’s cufflink  
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Kurt’s detecting trip to Darwin, Ca. mining area. The mine site I was hunting 

produced Lead and Zinc. The area produced 40% of the Lead used in WW2. 

Wash house foundation  Looking from bunk house foundations 

Admin and bunkhouse foundations 

Ore Cart 

Rail Spikes, 

Pocket 

watch back 

Carbon Battery? 
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Editor’s Page 
 

 
Kurt Hoeger- Digs & Scoops Editor 
 
 
 
 
Hello Coinshooters! 
 
 
I hope you enjoy the November Newsletter. 
 
 
Have  a Merry Christmas!  
 
 
 
                                            

If you have any good stories or pictures, send them to me and I will put them in the news-
letter. 
 

Email :   Pipemajor7cnpb@cox.net 
 
 
If a Club member is sick or needs a prayer, send the info to Den-
ise Rubey for the Sunshine Report. 
 
Sunshine Report:  
Denise Rubey— smilyskier@aol.com 
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Metal Detecting Made Easy by Dwight Reed 

 Finding great treasures using a metal detector involves more than just a trip to the local park. Try-

ing to find old places where people gathered for various reasons or events is a time consuming job. You 

may find old timers sitting around parks, stores, or restaurants that can answer questions about old hous-

es or gathering places in your local area. 

 Many people who metal detect do not share their information about their favorite sites, at least 

not until they’re sure they’ve plucked every piece of metal from the ground and have moved on to more 

promising territory. Therefore, it is up to you to locate your own potential promising locations. I like to 

look for parks that are 10 years old or older (30 year is better) off the beating path. Parks that have fea-

tures that attract visitors should be noted while searching. Many time these places have hidden treasures. 

 I may get lucky and find an occasional wheat cent or silver Rosevelt dime after digging a few hun-

dred pull tabs and nails. Don’t get  discouraged  because your finding pull tabs and nails. Good finds often 

hide with all the trash. Another good place to search is around and in old swimming holes. Best time to 

detect these areas is the late afternoon when the crowds go home and there are less people to contend 

with. 

  Beach detecting, especially during the summer months, can turn up some nice targets. People like 

to flaunt their wealth in public with their rings and necklaces.  Someone will always lose their ring, neck-

lace, coins, sunglasses, or cell phone.  

 Searching old homes in the neighborhood is another potential. Always ask permission from the 

land owner before hunting. Once I’ve received permission, my heart starts to race . This place may have 

never been detected before. There should be minimal trash in the yard  because most home owners don’t 

usually throw trash in their own yards. The real attraction is a silver coin in the yard. Depending on the age 

of the house, there may be an Indian Head or wheat cent or two and other coins. If you’re real lucky, you 

may find a gold coin or ring. 

 Other good spots are fishing/camping sites, fairgrounds, and ballfields. Old maps can help located 

often forgotten places. For best results, learn how your detector works! 

 

Happy Hunting, 

Dwight Reed 
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Monthly Find Competition Rules Entering Your Find 

General info: We currently have 8 categories. Your find should fit into one of them! 
Every find must have been made with a metal detector since the last meeting.  
(Note: If your find is sent to you from another country  [i.e. England] you may enter 
it in the month you received it) You may enter only one item in each category. items 
that are found together count as one item. (A cross on a chain, matching bracelets, 
are examples.) The competition table judges will help you place your find if needed. 
Their decisions are final! . Categories: 

Most Unusual. Our catchall category! If your item fits better elsewhere it should be 
placed there. Tell us what you know about your find. Age, type of metal, what makes it un-
usual! Examples: a brass boat rudder, a meteorite, a toy, who knows! 

Relic. Must be at least 50 years old! Describe the item. 

Best Foreign Coin or Token. What is it? Is it dated? Does it have value? Type of metal? An 
undated gold Roman coin can go here! 

Oldest Dated Coin. The date must be visible with a loop. We have to be able to read the 
date!  

Best North American Coin. Canada, USA, and Mexican coins. An identifiable “slick” large 
cent might win this category. 

Best Other Jewelry. Non-precious metal items that were made as personal adornment 
items or for display purposes. 

Silver. Items stamped .800 and above or sterling. You can also have an item tested and 
certified. Silver plated items belong in Other Jewelry. 

Gold, Platinum and Palladium. Items stamped with a claim as to the metal content, or 
tested and certified. Counterfeit items will be removed by the judges. Gold plated non-
precious metal items belong in the Other Jewelry category. 

Best overall. What was your favorite item from all of the other categories? It may be the 
most valuable find, or it may not! Examples: The gold ring with diamonds, the Civil War 
sword 

VOTING. Vote for one item in each category by circling the letter on the voting slip that 
corresponds with that item's envelope. Vote once for your personal choice as to the 
best overall find from among the 8 preceding categories. 
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Winners of the Best Find competition: 

Most Unusual— Novelty Penny 1/4 size—Rick Hunter 

Best Relic  -  1910 Army/Navy Academy Badge—Chris DeBeer 

Best Foreign Coin/Token—  Sletten Co. Token—Dave Vilett 

Oldest Dated Coin— 1892 Barber Quarter—Chris DeBeer  

Best N.A. Coin— 1917s Walking Half Dollar—Chris DeBeer 

Best Other Jewelry— Aztec Décor Necklace—Tom Dunning 

Best Silver  -  Tiffany & Co. Necklace—Rocky Chouinard 

Best Gold/Platinum— 14k Sunflower Bracelet 11+ grams—Rocky Chouinard 

Best Overall—  14k Sunflower Bracelet 11+ grams—Rocky Chouinard 

 
Best Overall Find  

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Most Unusual  

 
 

 

 
Best Relic 

 

 
Best Foreign/Token  

 
Oldest Dated Coin  

 

Best Finds competition  November 28th Meeting 
Pictures thanks to  Jeff Gardner 
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Best N/A Coin  

 
Best Other Jewelry  

 
Best Gold/Platinum/

Palladium  

 
Best Silver   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Best Finds competition  November 28th Meeting 
Pictures thanks to  Jeff Gardner 
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Show And Tell for November 28th Meeting 

Rocky Chouinard > 

Kurt Hoeger 

Sorry Rocky,  I Messed up the 

picture and only had this much. 

So I will show your winning find 

again. 
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Show And Tell for November 28th Meeting 

Chris DeBeer > 

< Jim Walker 



17 

Show And Tell for November 28th Meeting 

Mark Rubey 

Phil Pedigo 
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Precious Metal Prices 

As of  November 28, 2023 

Silver (925) $0.73 g 

10k Gold $26.98 g 

14k Gold $37.77 g 

18k Gold $48.56 g 

22k Gold $59.35 g 

24K Gold $64.68 g 

Platinum  950 $28.07 g 

Platinum 900 $26.59 g  

Palladium 950       $32.38 g 

 

Cartoon of the month 
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For Sale /Free/Wanted 

(This page is strictly for Metal Detecting Stuff Only) 
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Thank you to our Sponsors 

Thank you SAKOBS for your very generous donation. 
 
SAKOBS metal detectors are designed and priced for beginners.  
Why spend a lot of money on a metal detector if you don’t know if you 
will love it or not.  These beginner metal detectors will allow you to try 
the hobby prior to investing a lot of money, purchase from the web-
site https://sakobs.com/ or directly from Amazona. 

Thank you Detector Warehouse! 
http://detectorwarehouse.com 

Thank you A&B Prospecting! 
https://abprospecting.com 

Columbia Metal Detectors 
Minelab - Garrett - Fisher 

Bounty Hunter - Detector Pro 
Earphones, Scoops etc. - Mining 

Equipment 
 

(760) 743-8516 

Treasure Trove 
Metal Detectors 

Fisher - Garrett -  
Sand Scoops - Books - Maps 
Treasure Hunting Equipment 

Buy & Sell 
Gold - Silver - Coins - Collec-

tions 
Discounts for the Coinshooters of 

San Diego 
3538 University Ave., San Diego, CA 

(619) 283-7139 

Phone: (619) 427-9154 
Text: (619) 838-3085 

Email: info@chulavistacoins.com 

https://sakobs.com/
http://detectorwarehouse.com/
https://abprospecting.com/
tel:%20(619)%20427-9154
smsto:%20(619)%20838-3085
mailto:info@chulavistacoins.com?Subject=%20From%20Chula%20Vista/
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COINSHOOTERS CODE OF ETHICS 
 

1. Respect the rights and property of others, especially no trespassing posted areas, by not 

damaging or destroying public or private property. 

2. While Searching, leave all land and vegetation as it was by taking the necessary time to 

properly fill holes. 

3. Remove litter or unwanted items from your search area, leaving it cleaner than you found 

it. 

4. Limit your digging tools to a probe, a knife or small serrated trowel when searching parks, 

schools, or public property. Do not bring or use a shovel in a park. 

5. When digging the beach, fill any holes which might endanger joggers or others. 

6. As an ambassador for the Coinshooters, use thoughtfulness, consideration and courtesy at 

all times. 

 

GO GET ‘ EM ALL YOU TH’ERS! 

HAPPY HUNTING AND GOOD LUCK 
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Schedule Outline for July to January 2024 

July              9th     0.5 tide @ 854am  8 -10 am Coronado 

                     25th     Monthly Meeting 4 – 530 pm 

              Program: Maybe show & tell; Comp Table   

August         13th     Scavenger Hunt  8 – 10 am   So. mission 

                    22nd  Monthly Meeting (and Ice Cream Social) 

September  17th    Mini Hunt 8 – 10 am    Bonita Cove   

                    26th     Monthly Meeting  

              Program: White Elephant Sale/auction 

October      15th 0.2 low tide @ 4:22 pm   3 – 5 pm Silver Strand lot #2 

                   

                  24th     Monthly Meeting …nom. for officers (and Bake Sale) 

November  12th    -0.3 @ 2:35 pm  130 – 330 pm La Jolla Shores 

                   

                  28th   Monthly Meeting, Elections, Best Find of the Year  

December  Christmas Dinner at Golden Coral @ 6pm, Date Dec 15th 

                                   

                  17th   -0.4 low tide @ 7:09 pm   6 – 8pm Pacific Beach 

 

 

January    14th   -0.9 @ 5:420pm   430 – 630 pm   Mission Beach 

                   _TBA___Board Meeting  

                 

                  23th   Monthly Meeting and Extended Show and Tell                  

                     Tom Dunning will be the Ice Cream Man  

                            Voting 
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The Coinshooters of San Diego has joined the modern age, and now has a page on Facebook.  This 

is your site.  Viewers can post pictures of their finds, detecting pictures, make announcements, or share 
their favorite stories.  The club, likewise, will be able to send out information, share current pictures of club 
activities and spread the word about our great club.  You will need to register with Facebook before viewing 
the Coinshooters Facebook page.  It is easy and quick Once registered, on search, type in Coinshooters of 
San Diego and our page will come up.  Make sure you click on “LIKE” to start receiving posts.  Check it daily.  
Facebook is a great site to look up old friends, businesses and other organizations.  Just remember, whatev-
er is posted, is posted for the whole world to see.  Don’t post anything you wouldn’t want your family or 
pastor to see.  Remember, you are also representing the Coinshooters, so it is best to avoid controversial 
subjects and just focus on the fun and rewarding hobby of metal detecting.   

Rick Hunter and Chris DeBeer maintains the Facebook page ……..https://www.facebook.com/CoinshootersOfSanDiego 

  

Club Officials: 

President – Mark Rubey (Cudamark@aol.com) 

Vice President - Rick Hunter (rick.hunter913@gmail.com) 

Secretary / Editor – Kurt Hoeger (pipemajor7cnpb@cox.net) 

Treasurer – Dave Lyon  (lyonize2@gmail.com) 

Web Master—Jeff Gardner(Jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com ) 

Board of Directors –, , Tom Dunning, Jim Walker, Mike Bryant, Chris 

DeBeer 

Past President—Terry  Libby 

Sunshine Committee: 

 Denise Rubey— 619-920-8227 (smilyskier@aol.com) 

 

Snacks for the meetings are provided by member volunteers. It 
takes participation to make this happen.  Please contact Jeff 
Gardner to sign-up to bring a snack to one of the meetings. You 
can bring anything you want and you will be reimbursed up to 
$50.  jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com / 619-405-3515. 

 

The club has both a Facebook Page and a Website.  http://
https://www.facebook.com/CoinshootersOfSanDiego 

and Jeff Gardner maintains the website, http://
sdcoinshooters.com.  

Please contact Jeff or Rick for questions on these sites. Please 
post on these sites so there is updated content. 

https://www.facebook.com/CoinshootersOfSanDiego
mailto:jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com
mailto:jeffrey.frank.gardner@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/CoinshootersOfSanDiego
http://sdcoinshooters.com
http://sdcoinshooters.com

